Molecular genetic diagnosis of pediatric cancer: current and emerging methods.
A wide array of diagnostic tests are available to evaluate molecular abnormalities in pediatric cancer. Classic cytogenetics, FISH, flow cytometry, PCR, and Southern blot analysis are in widespread use throughout pediatric hospitals. Examples of the application of these methods in pediatric cancer diagnosis are reviewed. Newer methods such as CGH, SKY, gene expression microarrays and proteomic methods are under active investigation andwill almost certainly lead to significant advances in our ability to diagnose and treat pediatric cancer.